Two cases of portal hypertension due to hydatid cysts of the liver are reported. In one of the patients, symptoms were secondary to obstruction of inferior vena cava and hepatic outflow tract. The other patient was operated on with a diagnosis of extrahepatic presinusoidal portal hypertension caused by extrinsic compression of the liver by an hydatid cyst. Although hydatidosis is a benign disease, it can produce serious complications as in these reported cases. Therefore hydatidosis should be remembered amongst the causes of portal hypertension in countries where the disease is endemic.
INTRODUCTION
Although portal hypertension is mentioned as a complication of hydatid disease in classical textbooks, reported observations and numbers of cases are very few in comparison with others like rupture into the biliary tract, pleural and peritoneal spaces which have been thoroughly investigated and discussed in the literature l'z. In this short report, we present two rare cases of hydatid cyst complicated by portal hypertension.
CASE REPORTS
Between the years 1977-1988, 203 cases of liver hydatid cysts were treated in our Unit.
Complications encountered in this series are shown in Table 1 A less frequent cause of hydatidosis, Ecchinococcus Alveolaris may result in complications such as extrahepatic portal hypertension, Budd-Chiari Syndrome and extrahepatic cholestasis more often than Ecchinococcus Granulosus. The infiltrative and tumor-like nature of Ecchinococcus Alveolaris lesions is the chief cause of these complications8'9'!. During the same period, 10 cases of alveolar ecchinococcosis were encountered in our unit. In 6 of them, extrahepatic cholestasis due to compression or invasion of biliary passages was the main feature (unpublished data).
The principal cause of development of portal hypertension during the course of hydatidosis is the delay of admission to hospital. Although the generally accepted conception in the management of relatively small and intraparenchymal cysts is to follow them up by repeated ultrasonographic examinations, the possible occurrence of complications such as those mentioned here should be kept in mind even though they are not common . 
